[Study of mast cell, eosinophil and fibroblast activation in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid in patients with lung cancer].
To assess the role of some pro-inflammatory cells in inflammatory processes in lung cancer by measuring their respective activation markers in different portions of bronchoalveolar lavage (BAL) fluid. Prospective study in a university hospital. We studied 52 BAL samples, 37 from patients with lung cancer and 15 from a control group, using a radioimmunoassay technique to analyze for tryptase (T), hyaluronic acid (HA) and eosinophil cationic protein (ECP) in separate bronchial and bronchoalveolar samples from BAL fluid. Statistical analysis was performed using the R-SIGMA program. Patients with tumors had significantly higher T and HA levels in BAL fluid than did control patients, in both bronchial and bronchoalveolar portions. Lung cancer patients had higher T and ECP levels in bronchoalveolar portions. Mast cells and fibroblasts, at least, play a part in lung cancer, mainly in the distal portions of the bronchial tree.